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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: CONGRESSES IN BOSNIA AND KOSOVO 
REF: BELGRADE 3532 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: AT THEIR RESPECTIVE LC CONGRESSES HELD WEEK OF MAY 
8-12 BOSNIANS SEEMED TO CONCENTRATE THEIR ATTACKS AGAINST ANTI- 
PARTY TRENDS AND TO WARN AGAINST MOSLEM NATIONALISM WHILE KOSOVARS 
COMPLAINED OF THEIR ECONOMIC UNDER-DEVELOPMENT AND 
CRITICIZED ALBANIA FOR RECENT ATTACKS AGAINST YUGOSLAVIA. 

NEITHER EMPHASIS WAS UNEXPECTED AND BOTH SERVE TO UNDERLINE 
RESPECTIVE CONCERNS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . FOLLOWING PATTERN OF EARLIER CONGRESSES (REFTEL), CONGRESSES 
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OF THE LEAGUE OF COMMUNISTS (LC) OF BOSNIA/HERCEGOVINA 
(MAY 9-11) AND KOSOVO (MAY 11-12) ADDRESSED THREE MAIN 
POINTS: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, ESPECIALLY " INCOME RELATIONSHIPS '; 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE POLITICAL SYSTEM AND THE ROLE OF LC IN IT; 

AND DEVELOPMENT AND STRENGTHENING OF THE PARTY ITSELF. BEYOND 
THESE GENERAL TRENDS, EACH CONGRESS HAD CERTAIN INTERESTING 
VARIATIONS ON THE APPROVED THEMES. 
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2. BOSNIA/HERCEGOVINA- THE BOSNIANS SEEMED PREOCCUPIED WITH 
VARIOUS FORMS OF DOMESTIC "ANTI-SOCIALIST AND ANTI-SELF-MANAGEMENT 
ACTIVITIES." ONE OF THESE WAS "PETIT-BOURGEOIS LIBERALISM" 

WHICH LCBH COMMISSION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE POLITICAL 
SYSTEM ATTACKED FOR ENDEAVOURING TO "RETAIN ALL ELEMENTS OF 
REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACIES." THE COMMISSION ALSO CRITICIZED 
"RADICAL THESES CONCERNING THE AUTONOMY OF THE DELEGATE SYSTEM 
AND THE NEED FOR SO-CALLED FREE INFLUENCE OF THE SOCIAL 
BASE ON DECISIONS OF DELEGATES WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF 
SUBJECTIVE SOCIALIST FACTORS" (THE PARTY). 

3. THE OTHER MAIN IDEOLOGICAL ENEMY IDENTIFIED WAS NATIONALISM. 
HAMDIJA POZDERAC, OUTGOING PRESIDENT OF THE BOSNIAN ASSEMBLY, 

SPOKE OF ATTEMPTS TO REVIVE NATIONALISM IN NEW FORMS. 

NATIONALISTS, HE SAID, ARE "GOING BACK TO THEIR OLD TOPICS: 

TO WHOM DOES BOSNIA BELONG? WHILE SERBIAN AND CROATIAN NATIONALISTS 
ARE PREPARED TO MAKE COMPROMISES ON THE DIVISION OF BOSNIA, 

MOSLEM NATIONALITIES TRY TO PROCLAIM IT AS THE EXCLUSIVE HOMELAND OF 
THE MOSLEMS." POZDERAC CONTINUED IN THIS VEIN AND SEEMED 
PARTICULARLY CRITICAL OF MOSLEM NATIONALISM AND "ETHNOCENTRISM." 

4. LCBH IS CONSIDERED ONE OF THE MORE CONSERVATIVE LC 
REPUBLICAN/PROVINCIAL ORGANIZATIONS AND ITS CRITICISM AGAINST 
ANTHING WHICH BOSNIANS CONSIDER NOT IN LINE WITH PROPER 
DEVELOPMENT OF YUGOSLAV POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SYSTEMS 
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IS NOT SURPRISING. ITS PROMOTION OF STRICT OBEDIENCE TO THE 
PARTY AND ITS DIRECTIVES IS DIRECTED AGAINST THOSE MEMBERS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS INCLINED TO ACT MORE PRAGMATICALLY AGAINST 
YUGOSLAVIA'S ECONOMIC PJCBLEMS AND TOWARDS ITS POLITICAL 
DEVELOPMENT. MUSLIM "NATIONALISM" HAS ALSO BECOME AN ISSUE 
WITHIN THE REPUBLIC WITH THE OTHER NATIONALITIES CRITICAL OF 
MUSLIM ASPIRATIONS TO CONTROL MORE OF THE LEADERSHIP POSITIONS. 

LCBH PRESIDENT BRANKO MIKULIC (A BOSNIAN CROAT) HAS APPARENTLY 
EXPRESSED THIS VIEW PRIVATELY. THEREFORE, IT IS INTERESTING 
THAT POZDERAC, A MOSLEM HIMSELF, WAS USED AS THE MAIN 
INSTRUMENT TO CONDEMN THE TREND. 

5. KOSOVO - LC KOSOVO CONGRESS, EXPECTEDLY, STRONGLY 
EMPHASIZED THE NEED FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROVINCE. 

LCK PRESIDENT MAHMUT BAKALI NOTED THAT RESULTS SINCE THE LAST 
CONGRESS HAD NOT BEEN UP TO PLAN LARGELY BECAUSE SOURCES OF 
INVESTMENT OTHER THAN THE FUND FOR UNDERDEVELOPED REPUBLICS AND 
KOSOVO HAD NOT BEEN REALIZED. HE INSISTED THAT THE PROBLEM OF 
UNDERDEVELOPMENT IN KOSOVO IS SO GRAVE AND SERIOUS THAT IT MUST 
BE EMPHASIZED AS ONE OF THE CENTRAL PROBLEMS OF THE WHOLE 
COUNTRY. 
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6. KOSOVO CONGRESS WAS ESPECIALLY STRONG ON THE SUBJECT OF 
NATIONALISM AND RELATIONS WITH ALBANIA (THE TWO ARE LINKED IN 
THE CASE OF KOSOVO). BAKALI PROFESSED TO BE "VERY MUCH SURPRISED", 
AND SAID THAT YUGOSLAV ALBANIANS ARE "ESPECIALLY 
ANNOYED" BY THE FREQUENT ATTACKS BY ALBANIA AGAINST THE 
YUGOSLAV SYSTEM, THE LCY AND TITO. BAKALI REPEATED THIS THEME 
SEVERAL TIMES AND CALLED ON ALBANIA TO STOP SUCH BEHAVIOR. 

HE AND OTHERS WHO ALSO DWELLED ON SAME THEME ACCUSED ALBANIAN 
LEADERSHIP OF "BUREAUCRATIC DOGMATIC BLINDNESS PARTIALLY 
COLORED BY NATIONALISM AND IRREDENTISM. " KOSOVO PRESIDENT 
DZAVID NIMANI SAID THE PARTY MUST WORK TO SUPPRESS 
"NATIONALIST ASPIREATIONS, ACCORDING TO WHICH KOSOVO IS TOO 
NARROW FOR MEMBERS OF THE ALBANIAN NATIONALITY." 

(THIS REFERENCE LIKELY RELTATES TO COMPLAINST AGAINST POOR 
TREATMENT OF ALBANIAN MINORITIES IN OTHER REPUBLICS, 
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PARTICULARLY IN MACEDONIA.) ANOTHER PARTICIPANT IN THE 
DISCUSSIONS ADDED THAT THERE IS "NO NEED FOR ANYONE OUTSIDE 
THE PROVINCE TO CONCERN HIMSELF WITH ANY ONE 
NATIONALITY IN KOSOVO." 

7. IN DISCUSSING ECONOMIC SITUATION BAKALI AND OTHERS 
SEEMED TO BE SERVING NOTICE THAT THEY EXPECTED, IN FIRST 
INSTANCE. SERBS AT THEIR LATE MAY CONGRESS AND. ULTIMATELY, 
ENTIRE LCY TO OUTLINE A CONVINCING PROGRAM WHICH WOULD HELP 
CLOSE EVER INCREASING ECONOMIC GAP BETWEEN THE LESS DEVELOPED 
(SUCH AS KOSOVO) AND MORE DEVELOPED REGIONS. WHILE 
UNDERSTANDABLY NOT EXPLICIT, THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN KOSOVO'S 
ECONOMIC BACKWARDNESS AND THE "NATIONALISM" OF IT ETHNIC 
ALBANIANS RAN AS A THREAD THROUGH THE KOSOVO CONGRESS 
STATEMENTS, SERVING AS A REMINDER OF THE PARTY'S, AND THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT'S, OBLIGATION TO NARROW THE ECONOMIC 
GAP BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH. IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS. THIS 
MAY BE THE ONLY PRACTICAL LEVER AGAINST DISAFFECTION AMONG 
ALBANIAN KOSOVARS, AS WELL AS AMONG BOSNIAN MUSLIMS. 
EAGLEBURGER 

NOTE BY OC/T: MESSAGE DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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